ition to. all the fall -and 
Hypotheſes, of Uſurpation, 


- tion, and of making & the Powers 
Content 
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TO THE 


COMMONS of ENGLAND 
in Parliament Aſſembled. 

HE favourable Acceptance, which my Bounden 

Services to my Country, as I ever accounted them, 

(though they were always difficult, and upon the 

Forlorn) have heretofore found in your Honourable Houſe, 

hath cauſed me to bring you this ſmall Offering. In former 

Days an Appeal to the Parliament was a removal of the C: ae 


from White-Hall ; but it is our peculiar Happineſs in this 


Reign, that we live under a Prince who had no other Buſmeſs 
here, but to reſtore the Conſtitution ; which, as his Decla- 
ration ſpeaks, was wholly overturned in the former Reigns ; 
and who lay under a happy Neceſſity of aſſiſtmg the People to * 
aſſert their Rights, before be could ſecure his own Right and 
Remainder m the Crown. 

This Subverſion and Overturning of the beſt Frame of 
Government in the World was very artificially managed, and 
began at your Houſe ; which has been run down as an Inno- 
vation, and no Eſſential Part of Parliament, a Muſhroom 
ſprung up in the 49th of H. 3. and founded in Rebellion ; 
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45 if you had no deeper Root im the Government, than Corn 
has upon the Fowſe-top. - This ſcurvy Pedigree of the Com 
mans in Parliament, drawn up by Dr. Brady, was ſo well 
liked by the Loyal Clergy, and particularly he was ſo applauds 
ed by Jovian, that My. Petyt found the Tide ſo ſtrong 
azainſt him, as not to venture on a Reply ; tho to my know- 
leds he was fwrniſhed unth a very good one. 

But that is not ſo material, when you began, as what you 
are ; and of the two it is better to be an Upſtart Authority, 
than a Ph Gpher : and thus you have been: repreſented to 
alt the degrees of Infignificancy. Jour Precarious Being was 
told you by a wonderful Stateſman, who did not ſpare to 
Miform you, That as the King had Created the Houſe 
of Commons by his Power, fo he would Preſerve ir 
by his Goodnefs ; but then come ſome of the Cleyyy, and 


 fay, what little Creatures both You and the Houſe of Loyds 


{oy. P- 
202, 


are. 

Dr. Hicks lodges in the King the whole Legiflative, or 
the Power that makes any form of Words a Law. Fe fays, 
© The Sovereign Power may mdeed be limited as to the Ex- 
© exciſe of this Legiſlative Power, which may be confined to 
© Bills and Writmgs prepared by others; but ftill it is the 
* Sovereizn Authority who gives Life and Soul to the Dead 
© Letter of them, Now this is ſo contrary to the Conſtitu- 
tion, as adthing can be more. For not only Kmg Charles 
the Firſt aeknowledged that the Laws were jointly made by 
dhe King, Lords and Commons, (thowgh the Houſes infeſted 
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upon more) but alſa in every Att of Parliament that is made, 


it is expreſly ſaid im the EnaGling Paxt, that it is made by 


the Authority of them All : whereas by this Doftrine the Two 
Hanes have only a Miniſterial Office of preparing a Form 


of Words, and furniſhing Bills and Writings, as the King's 


Printers uſe to do you with Pen, Ink and Paper : And in 
fourt, the King alane makes Laws, and the Two Honfes 
only find Stuff. | 

Now if this fort of Paradox had been advanced concerns 
me the Pariſh-Cheſt of Barking, where the Parſon has one 
Key, and each of the ( hurch-wardens one, they could ſoon 
have Mathematically ſhewn bim, that his Key had but one 
Third of the (heſt-opening Power, and ſuch a Miſtake 
would only have made a Feſt : But in a Caſe of more Conſe- 
quence than all the Land in the Nation, if it were now to be 
fold, is worth, ſuch falſe Poſitions are very Dangerous. For 
if the Legiſlative were once contrafted in one ſmgle Hand, 
it were as abſurd to ſay it could be limited in the Exerciſe of 
x, as it u5to ſay that your Houſe has not Power over your 
own Orders, to recal and alter themas you think fit. What 
ſhall binder the whole Legiſlative ? 

At this rate the Saying, of which my Lord Lauderdale 
bas had the Flonour, would have been true, that be hoped to: 
fee the King's Edifts to be Laws, and above the Laws ;. for 
all New Laws are always too: hard for the Old Ones. And: 
the Arbitrary Proclamation. to- forbid the Nation to. Petition: 
far & Parliament had been a Law, if the mhole Legiſlative 
| Luthority 
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Authority was in it : for the L, C. 7. North found it very 
eaſy to ſupply the place of both Houſes, in drawing up the 


Form of Words. 
However, this is very civil ſage to what you have had 


: from other Hands ; for im this way you have ſtill left you the 


Honour of being Clerks, and of drawing up a Form of 
Words. But Dr. Womack i bis Short Way to a laſt- 


ing Settlement, printed by Robert Clavel ; the chief 


Deſign of which was, to out the Two Houſes from having 
any Shar: or Authoritative Hand, as he calls it, in makm 
the Laws, and was ſhortly after made a Biſhop for the 
Service, has this -very inſolent Expreſſion : © 'l be Houſes 
© 30 ſay have a hand im the Legiſlation : So hath the Beg- 
© par in my Almes. As ſoon as T ſaw this Odious Com- 
pariſon, 1 knew it was falſly applied : for even the Corona« 
tion-Oath acknowledges that the Laws of England are of 
the Folks chooſing ; and it is certain that Beggars are no 
Chooſers. But T humbly beſeech both Houſes upon this Oc- 
caſion, to have a ſpecial care how they ſuffer this ſort of 
Men to have the Afcendant, who treat them in this manner ; 
becauſe we have a rvery harſh Engliſh Proverb concerning 
Beegars. | 

In the Year of Jovian 83. wherein theſe Dofrines were 
publiſhed and rung all over the Nation, ſome of the Honous 
rable Beggars that were for a Bill of Excluſion of the 
Duke of York in his Firſt Deſertion, and were for keep- 
ing bim out when he was out, after their Lives had been long 
. bunted 
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hunted by theſe Men, fell into their Nets : Which Bill had 
given us this happy Reign ſeveral Tears ſooner, and had 
ſaved the Lives of more than an Hundred thouſand Men, 
whoſe Blood lies at their Door ; but it was then their Hour, 
and the Power of Darkneſs. Let that Year be blotted out 
; of Chronology ! 
| Theſe Doftrmes T conceive are Deſtruftive to the Natis 
| on, becauſe they undermine the Power and Authority of Par- 
ES liaments, who repreſent the Nation, and are the Conſervers 
of our Liberties, if we had any ; but thoſe are all taken 

away by another of their new-adopted Church-Doftrines of 
Paſlive Obedience, which 7 therefore look upon as the worſt 
of them, becauſe it lays waſte all your Laws, after you have 
made them, or worded them, or begg'd them, or however 
you came by them. | 

The former Dofrines do immediately deſtroy you only in 
the Quality of Legiſlators ; but this makes you Slaves too, 
and will not leave you to be ſo much as Engliſh Freemen, 
© You muſt be juſt ſuch defenceleſs Wretches under the irreſi- 9% Þ- 
© ftible Power of the Soveraign and his Forces, as the Roman ** 
© Slaves were under the Sovereign and Unaccountable Power 
© of their Maſters. You muſt be Slaves as to this particu- 
* lar, you muſt truſt yaur Lives and Liberties with your So- 
© cveraign : And therefore the Paſſive Behaviour taught by 
© $t. Peter ts the Roman Slaves, is your Duty. 

So that if the late Soveraign being enraged at your Ad- 
dreſs 17 Novemb, 85. which broke all his Meaſures, had 
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firting the Parliament font his Forces to murder you, | you 
ow bt to have ſubmitted as the Thebamm Legion dd, mn which 
Army of Martyrs you would have made a goodly Regiment. 
© Youre to have ſuffered it patiently with your Swords by 
© your Sides, and Paſlive Obedience even weto Death had 
© been your Duty, by virtue both of the Tperial Laws, and 
© the Laws of the Goſpel, The Thebaan Legion would not 
Sacrifice, and you would not come to, which was a like Caſe ; 
or rather yours was the more provoking Diſobedience to an 
Arbitrary Prince, and ſo you were bound in Conſcience to 
fare alike. | 

Nay if without any incompliance on your part, he hal.on- 


| by had a mind to kall Five hundred Kmgs at once, as King 
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James the Firft called the Parliament, for ſo Dr. Wo- 
mack 7elates it from Dr. Heylin, (but whether an upay 
of Fear, or otherwiſe, he cannat tell) the Soveraign's Forces 
had been Kings of Kings, and Lords of Lords, Far vhe 
Chaplain of the Thebean Legion would have charzed you in 


. Chriſt's Name, by virtue of this own Saying, © #e that 
* © 4yfeth the Sword, fhull perifh by the Sword, nat to reſiſt 


© axder the {pecious 'Pretext of Self-defence,, ((thouzh 1 think 
mm thats aſe the fpecious Pretence had been very much m Ear - 
neſt :) 4nd if you had thus ſmned againft the Laws Impe- 
riul, or the People had neſcued you by force from the So- 
veraign's Foxoes, \be would have pronounced concerning you 
both ; Well, tt them do ſo at their Peril ; they muy be le- 
«© xally -Fdanzell for it in this World, anil (without Repen- 
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© tance) will be damned for it in that which is to come. 
' This is Paſſive Doftrine to a Title ; and as you like it, 
you may cheriſh that Party which has enſlaved the Nation 
by it, and to whom is owing all the Oppreſ(ion of the laft 
Reigns. For if the Doftrine of Defending our Rights | 
when they were Invaded, had not been Burnt, Mar- 
tyr'd and Stigmatiz'd, and the Clergy had not expreſly pro- 
miſed King James to inculcate Paſſive Obedience upon all 
his Subjefts, and thereby to bind the Nation Hand and Foet, 
and to leave nothing but ſuffering Souls m his whole King- 
dom, be would never have ventured to think of Dragooning 
us, nor have begun with his Preparatory Oppreſſions m order 
But after they had made him believe that they were Paſ- 
five to the Death, and Loyal to the Death, when the Bur- 
den of their own ill-contrived Oppreſſion came home to 
themſelves, and touch'd but one of their Fingers, they ſoon 
let him underſtand that they had given him only a Spiritual 
Kingdom, and not a Kingdom of this World : For if his 
Kingdom had been of this World, then would his 
Servants have fought for him. But /o they Deluded 
and Parted with their Paſſive-Obedience-Kmg. For Paſ- 
ive Obedience is calculated only for Tyranny ; ſuffering un- 
der Arbitrary and Illegal Commands and Orders, cannot take 
place in a Legal Government, neither is there room for any 
* ſuch thing. Till Paſſive Obedience has either found or 
made a "Tyranny, it can never be a Duty ; nor then nei- 
__—- ther, 


_ (e). 
ther, for Tyranny is not Government, but the Deſtruftion 


it, | 

And therefore the two Hiſtories of Paſſive Obedience, 
and the brisk Sermons that have been Preached upon that 
Subjett in this Reign; are Contraband Goods *: for we live 
under a Prince who within theſe few Years raiſed the 'whote 
Poſſe of England againſt this Doftrine, and by his De- 
claration Invited and Required all the People of Eng- 
land of all Ranks, to Aﬀift him againſt rhe Sove- 
raign and his Forces, to prevent the Nation's be- 
ing kept under Arbitrary Government and Slavery. 
We were under . Arbitrary Government and Slavery then, 
and we may thank Paſſive Obedience for it ; and I am 
humbly of Opinion that we onght never to come under it 
more. And therefore T think it worthy your great Wif- 
dom and Juſtice, that as you have annexed that 
Princely Declaration to the Crown, and made the 
Purſuance of it a Principal Point in the Confidence 
and Truſt you repoſed in the King, when you In- 
veſted bim : So you would provide that all thoſe who be- 
gan, continued, and ended that Glorious Expedition under 
the Prince of Orange, (which had been a Blew one, if 
Paſſive Obedience had been believed, as it was conſtantly 
preached for Goſpel) may not, in this Reign at leaſt, be 
repreſented as Rebels and Traytors, but by ſome Temporary 
Aft may be Relieved op the Afperfion of Delivering their * 
Country. That one Wſurping Prieft in his Pulpit may not 
call 
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call for. Pontius Pilate's Baſor. of Water, to waſh his 
Hands clean from. the Sin, of this Revolution ; and another 
Conquering Prieſt may not Repreſent thoſe who Invited in, 
and Aſſiſted this preſent Ag, as Men not afraid of the 
Power as they ought to have been ; 'aud another De- 
ſerting Prieſt may nat make King James's Forfeiture to be 
his going away, which was the Beſt thing that ever be did ; 
and thereby leave all Men to be Rebels and Traytors who had 
invited, joined, or were prepared to join the Prince of O- 
range before the 10th of December 88, when our Deli- 
verance was compleated. 

Theſe wretched Inventions of Uſurpation, Conqueſt, 
and Delertion, were found out merely to cover the Do- 
 Arine of Paſſive Obedience, and to keep that ſafe and 
ſound, notwithſtanding the Prince and the whole Nation 
bad engaged in Reſiſting. Oppreſſion, and Defending their 
. Rights, And furthermore, That King William's commg 
to the Crown nught not be enquired into, and be found to be 
to the Prejudice of Non-Reſiſtance, there is one has like- 
wiſe found out another Invention, That you are not to trou- 
ble your Head, whether the King's Title be right or wrong, 
but you are to Swear to whatever is Uppermoſt, whether he 
be a Rightful Prince or an Uſurper, which is the Primitive 
DoFrine of the Paſtoral Letter. 

And this is ſuch a Scorn put upon a Free Nation as 
never was in the World, as if the Subjefts of England 
were to engage their Allegiance Blindfold, and were to ven- 
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ture their Lives and Fortunes in behalf of a Title which is 
to be unſight unſeen, at that ridicalous rate as no Countryman 
will buy a Pig. 
Now all theſe Hypotheſes have but theſe two ſmall Fanlts 


in Common to them all. | 


Firſt, That they undermine the King's Throne, as.if he 


had no Legal Right to the Crown: And if he has not, what 
has he to do withit * For my part Twill never pay Allegiance 
to him as an {furper ; be ought rather to be told daily by his 
Chaplains that are of that mind, that he ought to make Re- 
ſtitution ; It is not Lawful for thee to have thy Father 


James's Crown ; or elſe they are no St. John Baptiſts. 


A Revelation ſent on purpoſe from Heaven, cannot oblige 
ts to be Subjefts to an Mſurper under that Notion, becauſe 


it is a Notion of Wrong, and. God himſelf cannot make. - 


Wrong to be Right. And then ſhall any Wretch bid us in 


his Name to Swear to be Faithful to acknowledged Wrong, and © 


to be Falſe to acknowledged and unextinguiſhed Right * It 
ſhort, an Uſurped Crown is a Stoln Crown, it is Blood's 


Crown. 
It is true indeed that God can give Kingdoms to whom- 


ſoever he Will ; T know it ; He can make them a New 


World on purpoſe for them, or take the Forfeiture of the 
Old, and diſpoſe of his own Creation as he pleaſes : Dut 


then it muſt appear to be bis Will, and he muſt ſend a New 


Revelation into the World along with ſuch a highly Favous 
red Prince, to every Man that is to be his Subjeft, For Þ 
am 
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am not bound to do what God would have me do,. till 1 can 
certainly know that he would have me do it, Promulgation 
is of the Eſſence of a Law, 

And this Extraordmary Revelation ought to be as clear | 
and as diſtinft as Abraham's was for the Sacrificing his 
Son : for it is as contrary to all the Settled Rules of Right 
to dethrone a Rightful King, as it is to deſtroy an only Son. 
And yet that Command was only intended for a trial of Abra- 
ham's Obedience ; neither would God ſuffer it, that there 


ſhould be a Precedent of an Humane Sacrifice in the World, 


though at his Own bidding. Is it not enough for an Wſurper 
to wrong a Prince of his Crown, but this muſt be Hallowed 
by falſe Prophets, and ſaid to be dane in God's Name ; And 
this proved by no. better Argument thin Mahomet's Miracle 
of Succeſs and Settlement £ | 
. Tf therefore a pretended Prophet tells me that I am to 
own an Uſurper as God's Choice, and by Divine Right, and 
therefore he 1s no Uſurper, I muſt needs Anſwer that the 
Title is far fetch'd, and comes a Great way, and therefore 
I muſt defire to ſee ſome Proof in point, and ſhall always 
call for Miracles for what is ſaid to come from Heaven. 
And if IT had but one half of the Senſe which God has Tis 
ven me, I ſhould never be ſatisfied with the Mahometan 
Miracle of Succeſs and Settlement. That Impoſtor's Come- 
off, when he was called upon for Miracles, was this ; That 
God had ſent Moles his firſt Prophet with Miracles ;. and 
When the belief of them was worn out, and the Jews were 

doge- 
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degenerated, be ſent Jeſus the Son of Mary with mare Mi- 
racles, Which did good for a time ; but his Followers likewiſe 
degenerated and altered their Books: And then he ſent Ma- 
homer his laſt Prophet, not with Miracles, which had failed 
and miſcarried twice before, but with the Mouth of the Sword. 
You ask jor a Miracle, ſays he : Did not we Sack the City 
Tauris the other day, and put them all to the Sword * There's 
a Miracle for you. 

T confeſs T have loved a Good Cauſe im my time better than 
my Life, but never a crumb the better for Succeſs : But on 
the other hand, the want of Succeſs has made it the dearer to 
me. Succeſs is the new Weathercock upon the Banquettings 
houſe at White-hall : for when the Popiſh Prieſts ſaw the 
Wmd Weſterly, then't was Deus pro nobis ; but when at 
laſt it ſtood Eaſterly to bring over the Prince of Orange, 
then it was Deus contra nos : And ſo God is made to be of 
all Sides at that rate. | 

What if this Settlement ſhould be Unſettled, (which God 
of his Mercy defend) as T am bold to ſay it cannot ſtand up. 
on King James's Rubbiſh, no more than a new Pile of Buil» 
ding upon the Heaps which lay m the Stme-Gallery, Well, 
what then * Why then in that ſuppoſed Caſe, though the Wind 
be againſt us, will ] venture a weather-beaten Life for his 
Majeſty's Service ; but not an Hair of my Head, if Tcan 
belp it, for ſeveral Mmiſters be has. 

In ſhort, ſurpation is of the Devil ; and at the rate 
that any Man alive ſhall prove, by the Old ſtanding Reve- 


lation 
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lation we have, that an Uſurper is a King by Divine Right, 
will T prove that the French and Iriſh Maſſacres were. by 
Drvpme Right, and that every one of thoſe three hundred 
and fiſty thouſand Souls which fell therem were well kil- 
led, and that it was all the Lord's Doing; For there is as 
plain and as legible Scripture, x Sam. 2. 6. The Lord 
killeth and maketh alive, to.entitle Hm to that bloody 
Buſineſs, as there is to make him the Setter up of Divine 
Upurpers. | | 
Conqueſt 1s ne” another wicked Falſe Title to un- 
ſettle the Throne. 4s the Prince of Orange difclaimed 
with deteſtation in his Additional Declaration, as the Hor- 
rideſt Calumny that could be invented againſt him, 
and ſo Unnatural a thing for an Englifh-manto join 
in, as if it had been to beFelo de {@. Ff this 'Pretenſzon 
had heen ſet up when the Prince of Orange came, : he had 
never marched forty Miles m England, though he had come 
five times ſtronger than be did : . And that which would in- 
fallibly have Barr d him out of England then, can never 
fettle himt m it now; no not though it were: preach'd from 
the Clouds, as it only is from the Pulpit, which they have 
rendred by ſuch means -oery inſuruficant. For what is Con- 
qreſt? Why truly it is a Publick Enemy got within us. It 
is the King of France, not at Tingmouth, but at White- 
Hall. A (Conqueror is one, whom 10 after-Treaties nor 
Conſent can ever make a King ; for he muſt have. the Con- 
ſent of Slaves and Minors, Who have nothing to give : who 
cannot 


—_ — YP, _ _ —— 


(16) 
cannot make: a Will though it were their laſl ; who-cannat 
be Parties to a (ontra&F ; for that is everlaſtngly impoſſible, 
waleſs Men be ſui Juris, and their own Men at the ſame time. 
Ia word, (onqueſt may perhaps extend to lawful Plunder, 
and to Goods and*Chattels, which I never took the People of 
a Free Nation to be: But if ſuch a Prize-Office-Divinity 
muſt needs be fet up, that always ſuppoſes the Right of Re- 
izals. 

£ Deſertion is manifeſtly Falſe : for King James muſt 
needs 90; he was as much driven from England, as Nebu- 
chadnezzar was driven to Graſs ; and he Claimed as be 
Fled, by the Rocheſter Letter. And as for the Wonder- 
ful Myſtery of dropping the Great Seal in the Thames, if it 
was dane purpoſely, there was a very Wiſe Reaſon for it. 
For if it had fallen *nto other Hands, the Broad-Seal of 
England might have been immediately employed m Procla- 
mations and otherwiſe againſt himſelf : As Queen Elizabeth 
made'uſe: of Queen Mary's Great Seal for a good while ; 
which the Biſhop of Lincoln, Lord Keeper 7 the Great 
Seal in King Tames the Firſt's time, aſſures us was ſo, in 
his Anſwer to Dr. Cole. Now to eſtabliſh the Throne upon 
a Notorious Untruth, is to eſtabliſh it upon Mr. Milton's 
Vacuum, where it muſt fall ten thouſand thouſand Fathom 
deep, and know no end of falling. 

The laſt Doftrine, that we are to be ſubje&t to the Pow- 
ers that Are, or any thing that is Uppermoſt, is at the firſt 
ſight ſo wretched a Foundation of our Allegiance, that ] 
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ſeorn to confute it, For whereas a Rightful Title is as im- 
moveable as the Pillars of the Earth, onthe other hand, up- 
on this Suppoſition, that Obedience is only due to the Preſent 
prevailing Powers, it is but ſhifting the Guards, and in 
an Inſtant all the Peoples Allegiance bids their King Good- © 
nitht. 

© Secondly, All theſe Hypotheſes, beſides their Undermi- 
ning the King's Throne, as if he had no rightful Title to it, 
have another Fault in them, that they leave nothing of Liber- 
ty or Property m the*Nation. © 

Thus Revolution had almoſt ſtunnied the Flierarchy, and 
was ſo croſs to their Pulpit-Dottrines of Paſſive Obedi- 
ence, Unalterable Succeſſion, Indefeaſibleneſs, and Unac- 
countableneſs of Princes, and the reſt of their Jargon, that 
it was very much feared by ſome of their Diſciples, that 
they would not Comply nor Swear to this Government, and [0 
muſt leave their Places, and that thereupon would be a Fax 
mine of the Word, But there would be no miſs of their 
Preaching to the World's End, if it were ſuch as is before 
1s, So long as People have a Bible, they had better be 
without their falſe Gloſſes upon it : Which the People of 
England have more reaſon to hate, than Kimg James had 
the Geneva Notes, printed m Queen Elizabeth's Bibles ; 
for which Reaſon he forbad all Marginal Notes upon his 
Tranſlation of the Bible. Tn the Conference at Hampton- 
Court, his \Cenſure of thoſe Notes is this. © That they were garlow, 
© very Partial, Untrue, Seditious, and ſavourmg-toomnuch 1-45,47- 
C 
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© of Dangerous and Traiterous (onceits. As for Exam- 
© ple, Exod. 1. 19. where the Marginal Note alloweth 
© Diſobedience nnto Kings, &c. But I think the Text 
allowed it before, ver. 17. But the Midwives feared 
God, and did not as the King of Egypt command- 
ed them, but ſaved the Men-Children alive. Was 
ever -ſuch an. Exception taken againſt expreſs Scripture ? 


And yet becauſe of his Unſenſical Apothegm, No Biſhop, 
no King, repeated over and over again in that Conference 
and that Eccleſtaſticus was a Biſhop, for which. Reaſon 
the Puritans were againſt that piece of Apocrypha being 
read in Churches, and ſuch-like Clawing of the Cleroy, the 
Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury ſaid, That undoubtedly 
his Majeſty ſpake by the Special Aſſiſtance of God's 
Spirit. So eaſy is it for thoſe that call themſelves the 
Church, to make Men Inſpired, and Saints and Martyrs, 
when they pleaſe. . 
Upon the Prince of Orange's Invaſion, and all F- 
neſt Mens Rebellion, as that Party do-and muſt term it, 
they cond not for their Lives make both Ends meet : and be- 
cauſe they coutd not make their laviſh Doftrine of Paſſive 
Obedience agree with the Revolution, they have endeavoured 
to bring back the Revolution to them, and to reinſtate us juſt 
in the Condition we were m five Vears ago. It's no matter 


for the Church of Rome's Infallibility, Impenitency will 


 ferve their Turn as well ; and if they never repent, they have 


never err d, 
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Hereupon, while I was a poor Priſmter, and the Elde/t 
of all thoſe that lay upon a Publick Account in England, 
(though I thought a Thankſgiving- Deliverance from Popery 
and Slavery, would have reached me m the firſt place by Se- 
niority ; but as 1 was ſaying, while 1 was a Priſoner, and 
before it. pleaſed God that my Liberty fell into my Lap, to 
which I was born, and which I threw away with both Hands, 
and with my Eyes Open, for my Countrey's Service, ſome 
Years before it was taken away from me) was T ſollicited to 
write upon the Deſertion, in Anſwer to King James's Clai- 
ming Letter at Rochelter. 

T challenge the piece of Prelacy, who would have put me 
upon that Fob of Under-journey-Work, to' Print the Letter 
which T wrote the next Morning upon that Occaſion, and to 
Anſwer it if he can. In ſhort, I ſhewed that ty the Law 
of England no Advantage could be taken of a King's 
withdrawing himſelf from the Government, (if it had been 
Voluntary, as all the World knows it was not) without. a 
Summons ſent after him to Return again in- forty 'Days ; 
and yet 1 gueſs the ſame Perſon had the Confidence after- 
wards to write upon the Deſertion, and to found this Go- 
vernment upon it. Put I thin in thoſe early Days foreſaw, 
that their Defign was to begin where the atoning Paſſive fag- 
end of the Lion and Unicorn Sermon left off ; and that 
they intended to enſlave the Nation over again, with the only 
alteration of the Name of James ints William. : Their 


Intent was, that all things ſhould run in the late Arbitrary 
C 2 Channel: 
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Channel : For which Reaſon the very mention of King 


. James's ple, his Remainder in the Crown, by Un- 


qualifying himſelf for it before he had it, and of bis 4bdi- 
cating the Crown when he had it, by breaking the Funda- 
mental ( ontraf, and by bis Tyranny and Subverſion of the 
Laws, was Ratsbane to theſe Men, and would have burt 
their Paſſive Dottrme : And therefore there was need of 
Slight of and, to give a new Turn to the Peoples De- 
liverng themſelves, and to call it King James's own De- 
ertron. 

Well then, according to this Hypotheſis of Deſertion, till 
a King runs away of his own accord, which was not true in 
the laſt ſtance, nor ever will be to the end of the World, the 
People of England have no Remedy agamft Oppreſſion, nor 
can ever be rid of a Tyrant ; which makes ours and our Po- 
fterity's Caſe worſe than it was m K, James's time: For once 
m an hundred Years there may fall out ſome Unhappy Occaſs- 
en to Aﬀſert the Engliſh Liberties, which never yet were 
tinted, as to lie at the Mercy of ſo Unlikely a Caſe as a 
Prince's own Deſertion. We had better have been without 
our preſent happy Deliverance, than have it upon thoſe Terms ; 
for that would be ſelling a perpetual Eftate of Inheritance for 
one Year's Purchaſe. For though we have a Good Prince at 
preſent, yet there may ariſe ſuch another Pharaoh as knew 
not Joſeph. 

But no doubt the Flattering ' Sir Poluick foreſaw, that 
if one Prince might Forfeit for his Arbitrary Government, 


another 
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another might, and this would be no agreeable Court-DoFrine. 
Yes eerily it is even ſo: for whoever afts King James's 
Part, ought to have King James's Fate, only 1 wiſh it him 
Earlier. And T ſo far vely upon the Integrity and Sincerity 
of his Majeſty's Publick Declaration, that a Single Delive- 
rance was the leaſt part of his Care ; but his man End was, 
to ſecure the Nation from Relapſing into the Miſes 4ddirio- 
ries of Arbitrary Government any more. So that if — 
we ſhould Relapſe into the Miferies of Arbitrary Governe Od. 24. 
ment, (which I will never ſuppoſe m his time) Himſelf be- 
ing Judg, we ſhall then want a new Revolution as much as 
we did his, 

But there are ſome Men ſo ſecure, now Popery is gone, 
though in great part it is where it was, (and that for 
ſuch a wiſe Reaſon as never was in the World, becauſe our 
Allies are Papiſts ; whereas all the Papiſts here are French 
Papiſts, and mtirely im that Intereſt : ) but becauſe Popery 
ts gone, they bave no Apprehenfions of Slavery. Whereas 
Slavery is Popery, Mahometaniſm, Paganiſm, Atheiſm, 
or any thing that the Prince pleaſes, For a Slave is a Dog 
that muſt leap over a Stick, and leap back again at bis Ma- 
fter's bidding. | 

Deſertion was Diſcuſſed, whereby the Cauſe was puz- 
zled, and then there was need of a new Contrivance, and 
fo Conqueſt was ſtarted ; and it was aſſerted in the Pa- 
floral Letter, that the King had a Right to the Crown by 
Conqueſt, and that it was a great Condeſcenſion to receive it 

at 
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at the Hands of the People, This raiſed two Biſhops more 
to pitch ugon Conquelt as the ſtronger Hypotheſis of the 
two ;- the one of which anſwered poor Aſhton's Speech, 
and the other has given us but one Third of his Sermon, 
which has been about two Nears im modelling. I called him 
poor Aſhton, becauſe I heartily pitied his Death : for he 
ated in purſuance of thoſe Principles which his Anſwerer to 
my Knowleds has publickly Preach'd above theſe twenty 
Years, and which were (urch-of-England- Dofrine, or 
elſe they had none during that time. 1 knew their Doftrine 
was falſe, and the Men falſe, and that they would never 
be Martyrs for it : but they have an excellent hand at Mar- 
tyr-making ;- and when they have brought Men to the Gallows, 
they leave them in the lurch, after the ſame manner as they 
report the Devil - does a Witch. But then they need not 
write againſt them, 

The Anſwerer's Argument is, that we ought to ſwear Al- 
legiance to the Conquero?, for ſo they do in the new French 
Conqueſts ; and the Right of War here is the ſame as 


it is abroad. 

We thank him for his Love as much as if we did ; but 
we will never ſubmit to be in the Condition of Mons and 
Namur, till we are taken by Storm : And if by his ſaying, 
that the Right of War Flere is the ſame as Abroad, he 
means that we are the new Dutch Conqueſts, (as the words 
are capable of no other meaning) T will never trouble my 
Head with that Matter ; for whenever Foreigners pretend 

fo 
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to be: Lord-Danes bere im England, I will leave that Con- 
troverſy to onr Wives who can beſt decide it. 

Behold, thrice Honourable and thrice Save Repreſenta: 
tives of your Country, what is become of your Engliſh Rights ! 
You are by this Dottrine a Subdued Nation, and a Foreign 
Conqueſt ; and then I am ſure that all the boaſted Enzlih 
Liberties, amount to no more than this, that our Thoughts 
are Free, and your Poſt-Letters Frank. 

Another Conquermg Biſhop, whoſe Petitioning Brethren 
heretofore helped to Spoil the Prince of Orange's Firſt De- 
claration, and to put a full ftop to his Expedition, by the prof- 

fered Advice which thoſe Biſhops gave KR. James,to Palliate 
our Grievances, and to have cheated the” Nation the mo ef- 
fettually that could be, has lately done as much for the ſecond 
Declaration, and has endeavoured to render it the Falſeſt Pa- 
per in the World, With your Leave and Patience T will. 
make out my Story. 

When the Prince of Orange had made his Preparations, 


and our Court was ſenſible of it, there was Means made to 


draw ſeveral Noblemen to Court to make their Complement 


to King James ; which was to make a Shew to the World, 
by the help of the Gazette, that the moſt diſobliged Peers 
were wholly m K. Tames's Intereſt, Accordingly the Bi- 


ſhops who had made themſelves Popular, by refuſing the 


Declaration for Liberty of Conſcience, and by beginuing to 
quote Law when it came to excuſmg themſelves from digging 
their awn Graves, were likewiſe ſent for to Court. When 

the 
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the Summoned Biſhops came to the King, Septemb. 2.8. the 
Arch-Biſhop being then not well, there paſſed nothing but 
Acknowledgments of Duty and Loyalty on their Side, and 


gracious Promiſes of Favour and ProteFion from their King. 


This ſurprized theſe overweening Perſons, who thought they 
had been ſent for to Adviſe the King in theſe difficult 4f- 


fairs. - Hereapon they repaired to the Arch-Biſhop, who 


waited upon the King, Sept. 3o. with a proffer of their 
Advice ; Which he was ready to accept, and had it three days 
after m eleven Articles, which have been ſeveral times print. 
ed and boaſted of. 
As ſoon as ever, I ſaw them, T plainly perceived that 
they were all of them deceitful and Mountebank Remedies : 
and being urged for my Opinion of them, T gave my Thoughts 
very freely concerning them, and the rather, becauſe the 
were ſaid to be very much applauded abroad, T ſaid, that 
Twas ſure the Ring Would comply with them, but not all at 
once ; but he would make his Conceſſions ſo, as to garniſh 
the Gazette with them twice: a Week, and to amuſe the Peg- 
le with a Succeſſion of Favours, as "if there were to be no 
end of them. That theſe Grievances being thus Redreſſed, 
there would be no need of the Prince of Ocange's Expediti- 
on, to take care of that which was already done to his 
hand ; and he might even ſtay on the other Side where he 
was. That theſe Conceſſions would ſtand till the King had 
recovered his Fright, and then all thizgs would return into 
the old Channel : for by this Advice he would put nothing 


out 
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. out of bis reach and by freſh Quo Wartranto's he 


would fetch back the Charters m a few Terms, and eve- 
ry thing eiſe in a leſs time. But if be ſhould make any 
ſhew of being reconciled to the Proteſtant Religion, which 
was the laſt part of their Miſchievous Advice, it would 
very much Impoſe upon the Nation, though it might make 
for the Intereſt of the Adviſers. For the Advice was 
ſelfiſh T plainly ſaw, and all over Church ; «nd the Eccle- 
fiaſtical Commiſſion, Diſpenſations, the two Magdalen 
Colleges, Jeſuits Schools, the faur Apoſtolick Vicars which 
carried the Griſt from their Mill, and not filling the Va- 
cant Sees, particularly that of York, was the Burden of 
their Complaint. 

Whereupon 1 could not forbear ſaying, That if the Inn- 
keepers of England had been Biſhops, and all the Biſhops 
Inn-keepers for ſeveral Years paſt, then they would have 
thought a ſtanding Army a Grievance, which was not ſo much 
as mentioned in this Advice, and which would at any time re- 
trieve all the former Conceſſions. I ſaid therefore, T was 
afraid they did not mean Honeſtly, but intended to foreſtal 
our expefied Deliverance, and to intercept the Prince's Voy- 
age ; but if they meant in favour of the Prince's coming, 
their proffered Politicks would not qualify them to be Stateſ- 
men, But 1 much more queſtioned their Honeſty than their 
lpderſtanding ; and therefore was ſorry to ſee ſo Generous 
a Deſign as the Prince's was, to be Unbleſt by Biſhops, and 
purged by alittle Prieſt-craft. = 
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The thing was taken right at the Hagne : but the firft 
Declaration being thus ſpoiled, it gave the Prince the trou- 
ble of an Additional Declaration ; partly to expoſe and lay 
open the Fraud of theſe pretended Remedies, and partly to 
meet with a dangerous Suggeſtion which was then ſtarted, of 
his intendmg a Conqueſt. 

Flu excellent Words concerning the laſ# are theſe : 
© We are confident, that no Perſons can have ſuch 
© hard Thoughts of Us, asto imagine that we have 
* any other Deſign in this Undertaking, than to pro- 
© cure a Settlement of the Religion, and of the Li- 
© berties and Properties of the Subjects upon ſo ſure 
© a Foundation, that there may be no danger of the 
© Nation's Relapſing into the like Miſeries at any 
© time hereafter. And as the Forces we have brought 
© along with: us, are utterly diſproportioned to that 
* Wicked Deſign of Conquering the Nation, if we 
© were capable of intending it ; So the great Num- 
© bers of the Principal Nobility and Gentry, that 
© are Men of eminent Quality and Eſtates, and Per- 
© ſons of known Integrity and Zeal, both for the 
© Religion and Government of England; many of 


© them being allo diſtinguiſhed by their Conſtanr 


© Fidelity to the Crown, who do both accompany 


© Us in this Expedition, and have earneſtly follicieed 
© Us.to it, will cover Us from all fuch Malicious In- 
© finuations. For it is not to be imagined, that either 


© thoſe 
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© thoſe that have Invited Us, or thoſe that are alrea-- 
© dy come to Aſſiſt Us, can join in a Wicked Attempt 
© of Conqueſt, to make void their own Lawful Ti- 
« tles to their Honours, Eſtates and Intereſts. 
Conquering and Enflaving the Nation, which are 
equivalent Words, and both put together in this Declaration, 
| was ſo wicked a Deſign, that his Majeſly was not capable of 
Intending it, and diſclaims it with Abhorrence, How then 
come his Prieſts to tell him, and the whole Nation beſides, 
that this is God's Way of diſpoſing Kingdoms, an4 
that in this Divine Way he came by his Kingdom, and holds 
it by that Tenure * Is not this, as I ſaid, ſpoilin? the Second 
\ Declaration * | 

But I will preſently join = with this ( onquering Bi- 
ſhop ; for T have not been afraid of a Conqueror theſe eighs 
teen Nears, For {o long fmce T uſed to walk by the New- 
Exchange Gate, where ſtood an overgrown Porter with 
his Gown and Staff, which gave him a Semblance of Au- 
thority ; whoſe Buſineſs it was to regulate the Coachmen be- 

ore the Entrance ; and would make nothing of lifting a 
Coachman off his Box, and beating him, and throwins him 
into his Box agam. T have ſeveral times look'd up at this 
tall Maſtering Fellow, and put the Caſe ; Suppoſe this Con- 
queror ſhould take me up under his Arm like a Gizzard, 
and run away with me ; ans T his Subjeft * No, thought I, 
Il am my own Man, and not his : and having thus invaded 
me, if I could not otherwiſe reſcue my felf from him, 1 
D 2 
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would ſmite him under the fifth Rib. From that time T 


have had a clear Idea of Conqueft, and no (ongqueror in the 


World with all his Power can have any more Right to me- 


than that Fellow. 
Yea, fays the Biſhop, but thongh the Porter had no clear 


Right to you by being Soveraign of the Exchange Gate, 


and Conquering you, yet he had you in Poſſeſſion, 
And therefore according to the common Saying, 
which is moſt true in this Caſe, he had eleven Points 
of the Law. 


Now, I jay, give me but the one Pomt of Right, and 


Twill diſpute the Eleven Points Mi Poſſeſj (fwon with any Man: 


whatſoever ; and do no more mind them, than all the arias 


ble Points of a Divity-Compaſs. But did ever any Man 


in a Pulpit talk in behalf of the Eleven Points of Law, and 


maintain Wrong againſt Right * Why. does he not quote ano- 
ther common Saying which is moſt true inthe ſame Caſe, That 
Right and Wrong is nothing but Weak and Strong. Such 
Men by God's Judgment are left us in the World to unteach 
5 the difference of Good and Evil, 


But the Man is quite out of his Story, and muſt begin 
again. For (onqueſt, even m his Notion, is juſtling a 


Man out of his Seat, and fitting down in his Place ;. and this 
# done man Inſtant, as one Natl drives out another.. But 
this is quite contrary to the Matter of Faft invelation to our 
two Kings : for King Wiltiam was not King upon King 
James's firſt Fight, nor upon his ſecond Flight, nor du» 


(29) ; 
ring the long Vacancy, which was no fault of mine that it- 
was not ſhortned, nor till ſuch thne as our People made him 
King. And we have an Aft of Parliament in this Reign, 
which declares the Realm of England. to have been S3ve- 
reign during that time, by ordering all Indiftments, from the 
time of X. James's withdrawing till the 1 3th of Febr. to 
run in their Name. And he that was not King till the 13th 
of Febr. could not have been ſo then, if bis Engliſh Friends 
had not made him ſo. 

By the Doftrine of an Uſurper ſet up by God;. you have- 
nothing left you ; go a Kingdom of God's giving is Ne» 
buchadnezzar's Aimgdom ; Dan. 5. 18, 19. Whom! 
he would he ſlew, and whom he would he kept a- 

live, and whom he would he ſet up, and whom he 
would he put down. So that it 1s the World's End 
with any or all of you, whenever the ( ourt ſends for your: 
Lives, Liberties or Eſtates;. Such an ſurper is a God: 
upon Earth, which it is eaſy for ſome ſort of Men to make.. 
For ſo Calyban made Stephano his: God, and offered to- 
lick his Foot 5 but it was for what he could get by him: 
Znd therefore it was Trinculo's Opinion, and it is alſo 
mine, that if his God were aſleep, he would rob his 
Bottle, 

Who ſhall ſet Bounds: to a Divine Authority * He hime 
felf that has it from God, cannot part with an Inch of it ; 
much leſs can that Herd, which they call the People, either- 


lot. or diſpute it, His part is. to Command, and. theirs 
0. 
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to Obey without Reſerve. Humane Laws are Sacrilegious 
waſte Paper, where there is a. God among them, and a 
' Nation is wholly at Diſcretion, No, jay they, he is Ac- 


countable to God. What is that ts us * We may be Deſtroy- 


ed, or laid in Gore Blood for all that, Is not the French 
King accountable to God ? And yet what Reparation is that 
to the many Millions of Souls which he has deftroyed, or what 
Remedy againſt the Deſtruttion of as many more * T hate 
that Phraſe ; for the Engliſh Law has provided better than 
to make their King only Accountable to God ; there's 
always Miſchief in that Saying. I know a Kingdom where 
an Arbitrary Kmg had exerciſed his People with intolerable 
Oppreſ ſions for above twelve Nears together by his own Con- 
feſſion, and after that engaged them m a bloody War ; and 
after ſome reſpite, but before their Wounds were well healed, 
though he were a Priſoner himſelf, he cauſed a new Wax to 
break looſe upon them ; and was wholly ſecure, becauſe be 
mfiſted mightily upon it that he was accountable only to God : 
Whereupon, though with the Regret of a' great part of the 
Nation, they ſent him to God to give an Account. For which 
Reaſon I cannot abide that Saying, of being Accountable 
only to God. 
In the mean time the Miſhpat Hamelek, and the Right 
of an Arbitrary and Deſpotick King is revived by this Do» 
ftrine ; and the things which are Czlar's, according to their 
former falſe Gloſſes, is every thing that is not preingaged 
to God, which we all know is the C hurch's Portion, So that 
the 
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the Church and Cxfar divide the World betwixt them; Or 
as Dr. Ball uſed to liſp it out im his Court-Sermons, Lives 
and Eſtates, Wives and Children, all things were Thae- 
thar's ; all we had was Thathar's, and therefore we were 
to render it to Thathar. But I ſuppoſe no able Lawyer in 
either Temple, of which he was Mafter, was ever able to 1n- 
derſtand this bleſe Divinity, | 

It is true, the Scripture calls Princes Gods, and that is 
enough for Court-Paraſites. For when they Fave got ſuch a 
Scripture- Metaphor by the enq, how have 1 ſeen them ride on 
the Ride of it ! Then © Subjefts withdrawing their Obedience Pr. Firz- 


* from their Lawful Prince, is a denying God's Authority ; Toke 
* Treaſon againſt him is a kind of Sacrilege 3 a Revolt from frvveae- 
© him, an Apoſtacy from God ; a Reſiſting him, an oppoſing 5" 494 
© God; rebelling againſt him, fighting with God ; the ſet- ; 

© ting .up the Title of a C ma, _; Prince againſt the true 

© One, antintroducing a Plurality of Godbeads ; the obeying 

© of an Uſurper, Tdolatry ; the ſlandering his Anointed, and 

© his Footſteps, a blaſpheming God ; the blaming his CondutF, 

& 4 quarrelling with Providence. ; 

\- I have ſaid, ye are Gods, is divulged Scripture, and 

every Body has heard it aloud- an hundred times : but there 

is a-negletted Text of Scripture as full of Inſpiration as 

that, which never uſed to be quoted ; Prov. 28. 15. A 
roaring Lion and a rangeing Bear is a wicked 

Ruler over the poor People. Here are two Metaphors 

for their one ; and if any Body were diſpoſed to follow the 


way. 
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-way of their former Deſcant, it muſt run thus upon this 
Text : A Lion is a Beaſt of Prey, ſeeking whom he may de- 
vorr ; therefore give him no Law ; deſtroy all his Fackalls ; 
deliver the Prey out of his Teeth, and wear his Spoils as 
Hercules did. A rangeing Bear will kill you if you do not 
kill him ; therefore deſtroy all his Cubs, for they will be 
Bears in time ; ſet a Price upon their Heads, and let the 
Churchwardens pay it. 

This Text is ſo lively a Pifture of a bad Prince, that the 
Meſſieurs of the Port Royal are amazed at it, and ſay thus 
in their Annotations upon it, I] n' appartient qu' a Dieu 
. dedire des Veritez ſt etonnantes. 7 belongs to no body 
but God to ſay ſuch aſtoniſhing Truths. But he is ſo good 
an Authority, that any body may ſafely ſay ſuch aſtoniſhing 
Truths after him. | 

Now an hungry rangeing Bear cannot poſſibly be a God ; 
and therefore when David calls Princes Gods,. he meant 
Good Princes, Benefaors to Mankind, and not his Som 
Solomon's Bears, who cannot be called Gods, no not by a 
Figure. And this Diſtinfion is ſo natural, that it became 
Proverbial mn ſeveral of the Learned Languages, Homo 
Homini Deus, & Homo Homini Lupus. One Mar 
is a God to another, and one Man is a Wolf to another. 
And fo far as Princes reſemble God himſelf in Juſtice and 
Goodneſs, let them wear the Pſalmiſt's Titular Honour of 
Gods, and good Luck may they have with it ; but when 
they degenerate into- Solomon's Beaſts of Prey, it would 
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He '/o harſh a'Figure -to call them Gods, *that no Language 
npon Farth:can bear it, "unleſs it :be that Figure, whereby 
#hey uſe to call things im Scorn. 
And yet our falſe Pulpits uſed to'treat the Bears as if 
they -had been Divmities, when -they bad juſt been ſucking 
the beſt Blood in the Nation, and when they had had more 
Carnage in half a Year's time, than Popiſh Queen Mary had 
11 ber whole Rei 
But if there be no difference betwixt a'Goed Prince and 
a Bad, whydid the Nation, a great number of 'them with 
the apparent hazard of their Lives, give themſelves the Trou- dl | 
ble and Charge of this preſent Exchange * King James 
would-have ſerved ther turn as well. 
How came the Prince of Orange ſo generouſly to un- 
dertake:his Expedition, but to reſcue us out of the Paw of 
the Bear? Tf we had been under a God, there had been no- 
thing .amifs, and there had been no-cauſe with Force and 
Arms to have ſent him a travelling, where he is, tothe Head- 
"Quarters of Tyranny. But the worried People of England 
invitedthe Prince, and the Prince aſſiſted the worried People 
of England ; who at laſt laid their. Hands on their Swords, 
and were unanimouſly bent to join him againſt all their Op- 
preſſors-: And ſo we came by our Deliverance. 
The People .of England, if they had not been enſlaved 
by the baſe Doftrine of Paſſive Obedrence, might very 
eaſily have done they own Work themſelves, for whom it was 


woſt Proper ;, for bis Majeſty acknowledges in his Additih- 
| E Nl 
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wat Declaration, That his Preparations were to Aſſiſt 
the People againſt the Subverters of their Religion 
and Laws. So that it was their Work principally, to which 
they invited bu Aſfiſtance, and prayed bim in Aid. + 

And on the other hand his Words were theſe. *We do 
© Invite and Require all Perſons whatſoever, all the 
© Peers of the Realm, Spiritual and Temporal, All 
© Lords Lieutenants, Deputy-Lieutenants, and all 
© Gentlemen, Citizens, and other Commons of all 
Ranks, to come and afliſt Us in order to the execu- 
©ting of this our Deſign, againſt all ſuch as ſhall en- 
* deavour to oppole Us, that ſo we may prevent all 
© thoſe Miſeries which muſt needs fall upun the Na- 
© tion's being kept under Arbitrary Government \and 
© Slavery ; and that all the Violences and Diſorders 
© which have Overturned the whole Conſtitution of 
© the Engliſh Government, may be fully Redrefled 
© in.a Free and Legal Parliament. 

This Invitation ſounded the beſt to me of any. that came” 
fance the Goſpel came ; but according to the Paſfive-Obedience- 
Men, it was a ( all to Hell, and to dip the Nation one and 
all. into Damnation: for he that refiſteth, ſhall receive to him- 
ſelf Damnation. If the Prince had direied this Invitation to 
them, he bad ſpoken to S1ocks and Stones that conld not ſtir : 
nay, they could not poſſubly be Neutral, for by their for- 
ward treacherous Loyalty they had ſtaked down their Lives 
and. Fortunes. on the. other Side long before ; and by their 


Prin- 
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Principles were 4s dangerous to: him as ſo many Grand- 
yalls. So that it was only the brave and ſound. part of 
the Nation, that was not tainted with the Poiſon of Paſſive © 
Obedience, which Aſſiſted his Majeſty in his Arrival to 
White-Hall, and afterwards in his Acceſs to the Throne, 
or elſe be had never come there. There was not an honeſt 
Man in England capable of joining the Prince, but be 
that thought it his Right to defend his Right ; which was al- 
ways the ſtanding Engliſh Principle, kept alive in the late 
Tyranny it ſelf, though ta the continual hazard of a Perſon's 
Life that I know. 

"Ti true, there are Men of no Principle at all, that 
have fince made ſufficient Earnings of this Revolution , 
who being Obnoxiows, and out of Service in the laſt Reign, 
were willing to try their Chance in this, in ord:r t4 their laſt 
Reſort, which is the next. But I look upon ſuch pretended 
Stateſmen as Souldiers of Fortune, who would ſerve Kings 
James one day, and King William the next, and the 
French King once over again the third, and would be very 
glad tobe Vizier the day following. And therefore there is 
no relying upon Juch Men, nor employing them neither ; for 
being bated by the People, they are a Dead-weight to that 
Government which endeavours to ſupport them. 

But my Soul abhors above all, thoſe that obſtrufted his 
preſen Majeſty's Acceſſion to the Crown as far as they 
could for their Lives, whereby they loſt Ireland, and in- 
volved this Kingdom in Blood and Miſery ever ſince , and 
E 2 when 
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when the -Netion had gained the Point; - and: placed the 
King m' the Throne, could" creepingly come off with this 
\ Excuſe, That- though they could not tell how to-make & 
King, . yet they knew how to obey a King ;- and have: ever 
fince vouchſafed to take his Money ut Places-of the greateſt 
Truft aud Profit. But 1 am fure that thoſe that: did nov 
know how to make him King, that is; to give a Vote for 
his bemg fo; do. not know how to ferve bim- Fatthfully I 
for they muſt of- neceſſity believe him ill Made, unleſs they 
have quite and clean altered their Mmd ſince, which-cannot 
poſſibly be diſcovered by their management of his Muaeſty's 


Affairs... 

The fame may be ſaid concerning thoſe of the Clergy, 
who to hold they great Preferments, and to graſp greater; 
have taken the flippery Oaths of Allegiance which the Pa. 
ſtoral Letter- buttered for them ; and- who have thriven by 
their miſchievous Principles that ruined the Nation, and 
are fo far from being retrafted; that they are-very often. 
repeated ;- which are as Contrary and Irreconeileable to this 
Revolution, as Darkneſs is to. Light. But perhaps it is 
Merit to-rume a: Nation, and to. give an Occaſion for a 

inful Revolution... 

The laft Hypotheſis of Submitting to Titles without exs 
amming them, and taking the Powers that Are thor Con- 
tent, is Paſſive: Obedience im tle. firſt Inſtance : for: you 
muſt never after queſtion any thing that proceeds from them; 
bes. take. al. things in. good part, without. ſo. much as. 


forug- 
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ſprugging your Shoulders. This Author has been amons 
the Quietiſts ; and it is a great Principle of Molinus, that 
you muſt go often- ta Maſs, and inure your ſelves to take a. 
Wafer for a'Man; and thereby learn to mortify your Senſes, 
But becauſe we are Men before we are Chriſtians, and tt is. 
impoſfable to be otherwiſe, 1 will ſooner mortify my Senſes FI 
the way of Tranſubſtantiation, than- in-the way- of Paſſive 
Obedience: 
Your Fononrs' muſt needs be ſenfible, that I have written: 
with ſome Eagerneſs againſt Paſſive Obedience ; but I gave 
yous ſuch a Samplar f that Doctrine im the beginning f this 
Humble Addreſs, as wilt juſtify the utmoſt ſharpneſs of Ex- 
preſſion, and wilt anſwer for me in- treating the Preachers 
6f it as' Publick Enemies ; and ſo Ihave treated them, and 
not as mine. Though it is very hard for a Man to ſeparate 
his private Reſentments from his publick Zeal, when his 
Safferngs have been all for the Publick ; for that: minoles 
_ them together, and he cannot poſſibly know them aſtmder, 
ell ſuch time as theſe Common. Enemies have made publick 
Amends for their Wrong done to the Nation, and not to 
him. So the great Sampſon when he was making his laſt 
Effort upon .bis Country's Enemies, in his very Prayer to 
God for extraordinary Aſſiſtance, could not forbear mentio- 
ring his own two Eyes. Ido not care for my two Eyec, 
God thou knoweſt it. | 
; Br ſharpneſs of Language: ſignifies nothing; where there 
is. more: need of the ſeverity of Laws. For ſhall a pooy 
Pick- 
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Pickpocket or a Highway-man be hanged for taking away a 


little looſe Money, and theſe wholeſale Thieves, who ſtrip a 
Nation of their Lives, Liberties and Eſtates, and all they 
have, not be look'd after.? * Tus true, they bave not the Mo- 
wy ; but if the Pickpocket by Conveyance deliver the Money 
to the-Ballade- ſinger, it will be ſhared at Night, by all the 
Rules of Bartholomew: Fair. 

I had rather have my Honſe robb'd for once and away, 
than be told by pretended Churchmen, that a King bas a 
High-way to my Coffers, and that all Perſons he ſends on 
that Errand are Irreſiſtible : 1 had rather live in Priſon, 
than have my Liberty lie at the ſame lay: And it u better 
for a Nation (though there is no need of it) to die and go 
off the Stage, than live a Dog's Life at any one Man's Mer- 
cy whatſoever. | 

I will add further, that though T have been much more 
converſant with Priſons than with Palaces, yet I have 
left me that natural Idea of Hour, that 1 would ſcorn 
to be the Prince of a Paſſive-Obedience- Nation, It de- 
grades a King, and gives bim the meaneſt Office in the 
World, and the moit diſhonourable Employment. For 
whereas a Herdſman and a Muleteer are mean Callings, be- 
cauſe they only govern ( attel : So a King, becauſe be g0- 
verns a vaſt Number of Men like bimſelf, Brave, Wiſe 
and Free, ts in the moſt exalted Station that is upon Earth . 
he is King of Kings, and # ſerved by Princes, But to 
wiſh they were a Venal or a Servile People, is as if my 

| Lord 
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Lord Mayor ſhould choofe to. be Common- Hunt. 

It is true, the Mem that T have to deal with, may very 
well be of a different Mind from me as to the Conſtitution of 
this Government, becauſe they build upon quite different 
Principles. They excuſe themſelves, for a very good Rea- 
on, from the intricate Labyrinths of Law and Hiſtory, 
which are the Rule that T 90 by ; and which are the Standard 
in this Affair, as the Goſpel # of (briſtianity: So that we 
may make uſe of St. Aultin's words in this ( aſe, Quomo- 
do legis? Ubi {criprum elt ? How readeit thou ? Where 
i it written ? Shew me the written Law, make it ont by ap- 
proved Hiſtory, Nay, they have departed from the ſtand- 
ing Rules of Right and Wrong, and the Banding Revela- 
tion upon that Subjeft, and have betaken themſelves to the 
Intimations of Providence, and the out-goings of the Morn 
ing and Evening, which were their Scoff the other day, when 
thoſe Expreſſions were uſed in the Parliament Army. The 
Revolution is proved to be Right, becauſe at Torbay 
the Wind chopped about, as if it had been in- the Prince's: 
Pay. Avowed Uſurpation is made out by Succeſs and Set- 
tlement. The wicked Defign of Conquering and Enſlaving 
this Kingdom is Hallowed by Providence, and. made to be 
Divine Promotion ; and the. Wreck: of a whole Nation is pro- 
ved ta be Gad s-Goods. J / 

To deny. God's Providence, is to ſhut bim-ont of his own 
World ; but to aſcribe wicked 4&ions to the Divine Provt- 
dences, is the greater Injary. of the two For the Engliſh 

Of, 
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of God's Providence is, | As God would have it]: 
Now -when this is applied to Uſurpation, which.4s Robbery 
and Wrong in the higheſt Degree ; and-to the' Conqueſt and 
Enſlaving of a Free Nation, which is the moſt outxagiaus 
Oppreſſion ; to ſay that theſe are by God's Providence, 'is 
to ſay, that Robbery is as'God would have it, and Oppreſſiom 
is as:God would have.it. But this all the World knows is 
contrary to God's known and revealed Will : and therefore 
as the Atheifts deny God, fo theſe Men make him to deny 
Himſelf. | 

\ Thope I fhall ever adore God's Providence whilſt Tlive, 
and do it with more Underſtanding when I am dead, and 
therefore T ſhall be ſorry to ſee the greateſt Tnjuſtice i the. 
World fathered upon it. That Wfurpation, or Conqueſt., or 
any other wicked Thing, are by God's Provideuce, 1 abſolute- 
ly deny ; but that they are by Divine Permiſſion, and may 
aſe the Stile of Biſhops, that T allow. 1: it nat enough to 
proſttute Pulpits to the miſchievous Flattery of Paſſive Obe- 
dience, (which were made for publiſhing the Everlaſting Go- 
ſpel of Chriſt, and nothing elſe) but they muſt ſlander Pro- 
evidence too * But the beſt of it is, that theſe Interpreters of 
Providence (who would fain have the beſtowing of (jrowns 
and Titles, when it is the Peoples Gift ; and the reftifying 
of Weltminſter-Hall Law, by their ownwwry Pulpit-Law ; 
and the direftion of \ all Publick Affairs, by handling a Text 
pick'd ont of a private place im the Pſalms). areeaſily over- 
thrown inthe very Graund-work of their Judicial Aſtrolggy-. 
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Fer the Diſpoſeal of all other things t attributed to Gad.it 
Scripture, as well as Promotion : and if this Promotion be 
attained by wrongful and wicked Means, ſuth as Uſurping, 
Conquering and Enſlaving a Nation, . plainly are.; it is Blaſ- 
phemy to aſcribe this ill-gotten; Promotion to God. For wa- 
ſtance, Prov. 16. 33. The Lot is caſt into the Lap: 
but -the whole 'Diſpaling thereof 45*6f..che Lord. 
Now, 1 ſay, .to applythis Text toa foul Throw and cog ging 
the Dice, is Blaſphemy : and -to ſay that God bas diſpoſed 
and transferred the hundred Pound Stake to this. falſe Game- 
ſter, and that nuw he has.a Divine Right to it, 1s-repeated 
Blaſphemy. 

+ Bible is a Miſcellaneous Book, where diſhoneſt and 
time-ſerving Men may ever, in their looſe-way, find a Text 
for their purpoſe, . 1could give ſo many Inſtances of this in 
the late Times, as would-be hateful and tedious. But this 1 
ſay, that Eternal Righteouſneſs Juſtice and Truth, Upright 
Honeſty, the Right of the Caſe and the Reaſon of the Thing, 
muſt always govern the Senſe of Scriptural Expreſſions. For 
Fuſtice and Righteouſneſs are the ſame in Heaven as they are 
upon Earth ; and if the Notion of it were not the ſame in both 
Places, it were vain to tell us that God is Juſt and Righteous, 
for we could not tell what that means ; and more vam to bid 
1s belike him in thoſe Divine Perfe&ions, if we did not kngw 
them when we ſee them. 

But if there were never a Paſfive-Obedience-Man left in 
England, which 1 hope to ſee ; yet falſe Titles are of dan- 
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exous Conſequence. If we are a Conquered and Enſlaved 
People, (a5 the Sumoniacal Parſon, ſaid by bis bought Prefer- 
ments) we came Honeſtly by it,” for we paid the Penny for 
it. The Hollanders have had Six bundred thouſand Paunds 
for it, be (ides great Sums which cannot yet be placed'to Ac- 

count... | 
Now Þ am of Opmion that thefe are dangerous Matters ; 


for the Dutch are Merchants, We ſhall have Conqueſts and: 


Titles bought and fold and trump'd upon: us, perhaps ſooner, 
perhaps 500 Tears hence. For not to mention Danegelt, 
after the Reſtoration of the Saxons. in Edward the Confeſſor 
and Harold, and after the Succeſſion of five Norman Kms, 


in Richard the Firſt's Time Philip. of France demanded 


the Siſter of the Kzng of, Denmark with no other Dower, 
than the Daniſh Right to England, and the Aſſiſtance of a. 
Fleet and an Army for one Tear, Which the Danes not com- 
plying with, for fear of: the Vandals on one hand and the Eng- 
liſh Courage on the other, Philip: at laſt took her with a Dow- 
er of 1 £000 Marks, which was I believe the better Bargain, 
But as the Fiiſtorian: ſays, he therein defigned a. bloody Bu- 
ſmeſs for the Realm of England. Gervaſ. Chron. p. 12.44. 
Molitus eft Regno, Angliz cruentum. Negotium. 
Knyghton,. p. 2406. 

-» if Philip had fucceeded in this Bloody Pufmeſs, we 
have falſe Prophets now-a-days that would have hallowed it, 
and. made a. Divine Right of it,. im- thefe following words. 


8: 26.. © ond. therefore it ts that God, though he has mfenite mays, 
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Eye commonly chuſes to: employ Men in this Service, He 


- either finds them at home that are nor afraid of the Pow- Rom: 
© er as they ought to be ; or he brings them in from Foreign "3: 3: 
© Comntries, (that is theſe Danes and French) Whiſtling Efay 7.. 5 


© for the Fly out of Egypt, or the Bee our of the Land 7: 
© of Afjyria: In pla words ſtirring np a Pharaoh or « 
© Nebuchadnezzar againſt them. 

Now in obſcure words here had been both Fly and Bee 
Whiftled im ; but for all theſe little Interpreters of Prophe- 
cies, 1 am. ſatufied-that our Anceſtors would have Whiſtled 
them ont. | | 

The old Popiſh (ergy were Engliſh-men, and were in at 
Magna Charta ; and the Lawyers can beſt tell, Whether 
the Cathedrals they left behind them, are not fince Forfeited, 
for not reading Magna Charta publickly to the People 
every Tear, as is enjoined by two Afts of Parliament + for 
Which reaſon they were each of them Intruſted with a Record: 
of thoſe Engliſh Rights ; I do not now ſpeak of that Char- 
ter's being continually Preached down, TI love the Memory 
of the Abbot of St. Albans im William the Norman 
Duke's Time, who not being ſatisfied with his Title, when: 
he was marching his Army towards that Place, fel d. all the 
Trees croſs the Road, and laid Blocks m his way, and ha- 
raſſed all his Army. And when the Duke ask'd him, why be 
did ſo? he anſwered, becauſe he ktew- of no Buſmeſs the 
Norman had: there ; and if all Honeſt Engliſhmen: had. done 
the ſame, be had never come ſo far as St, Albans to ask. 


him: 
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-bnm that Queſtion. 1 admire the Preſence of the Prior of 


Clerkenwell, inithe time of Hen. the 3d as Ttake it, (it 
is in Hiſtory) when in a Diſpute about a Point of Right the 
King -meant tooverawe him, by ſaying in K. James's way 
to the Magdalen-College Men, Am not 1.your King ? Yes, 
ſays be, while you govern according .to Law, -but no longer. 
T hate Popery, but I love Relicks. 

' T know whom 1 have ſpoke to all this while .in this tedions 
Addreſs ; You are my Countrey, and therefore 1 ſubmit it 


 aholly to Your great Wiſdom; and if you diflike any thing in 


it, I wiſhit unſaid : Only Twill abide by this in which I can 
be poſatave, that I intended it intirely for his Majeſty's and 
my Countrey's Service in Conjunttion 3 and he that talks 
their having a Separate Intereſt, ought rather to be made an 
Example than a Secretary. But I humbly take my leave ; 
Yow-repreſent the Body of the Brave Engliſh Nation, you 
have my Prayers, and long fince had my Heart. | 


AN 


PROVING, 


{That the Abrogation of King Fames by 


| the People of England from the Regal Throne, 

and the Promotion of the Prince of Orange, 
one of the Royal Family, to the Throne of 
the Kingdom 1n his ſtead, was according to 
the Conſtitution of the Engliſh Government, 
and Preſcribed by it, 


ARGUMENT 
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THE 


Ar o1Ument. - 


I this enſuing Argument, which will be 


very ſhort, I have but theſe two Points 
to clear ; 


The one of Fat, 
The other of Right, 


Firſt, That the People of England did afrally 
Abrogate or Dethrone King James the Second 
for Miſgovernment, and promoted the Prize 
of Orange in his ſtead. | 


Secondly, That this Proceeding of theirs, 1948 
2 according 
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according to the Eneliſh Conſtitution, and pre- 
ſcribed by it. 


Firſt, This Matter of Fa& being ſo freſh in 
our Memory, needs not to be fo induſtrioufly 
proved. The Act 1* William and Mary, decla- 
ring the Rights and Liberties of the Subject, and 
ſettling the Succeſſion of the Crown, recites 
the very Inſtrument of 'Conveyance of the 
Crown to the Prince and Princeſs ; which be- 
gins in theſe Words : Whereas the late King 
James the Second, by the Aſſiſtance of divers Evil 
Counſellors, Judges and Mmiſters imployed by him, 
did endeavour to Subvert and Extirpate the Proteſtant 
Religion, and the Laws and Liberties of this King- 
dom : which is there. made out, by an enumera- 
tion of ſundry Particulars. And not long after 
there are theſe Words: And whereas the late King 
James the Second, having Abdicated the Government, 
and the Throne being thereby Vacant, the two 
Houſes of Parliament do thereupon inveſt 
the Prince and Princeſs of Orange with. the 
Crown. 


King 
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King James endeavoired to ſubvert the Govern- 
ment, as they favourably word it; or rather, he 
had long before wholly ſubverted and over- 
thrown the Government, as the Prince of 0- 
range's Declaration ipeaks, (which this very 
A&t has annex'd, and made parcel of the Crown, 
and exprefles to be the only Means of Redreffing 
that Miſchief). 


There is but one doubtful Word in all that 

I have recited, which ſome People make a 
hard Word ; and that 1s, King James's Abdi- 
cating tlie Government ;. which no Man would 
tumble at, who had read Tully in his third 
Plilippick, who ſays thus concerning Mark Au- 
thony, that for his offering a Crown to Ceſar, 
« Fo die non modo Conſulatu ſed etiam Li- 
« hertate ſe Abdicavit, effet enim ipſi certe 
« ſtatim ſerviendum, fi Czſar ab eo Regni 
« jinſigne accipere voluiſſert. At that time he 
« not only Abdicated his Confulſhip, bur his 
« Liberty ; for if Ceſar would have accepted 
« the Crown, Mark Anthony muſt preſent- 
« ly have turned Slave. Now Mark Antho- 
ny by this Action did not expreſly re- 
nounce 


(50) 
nounce his Conſulſhip or Liberty, or run a- 
way from both of them, but he did that 
which was inconſiſtent with them both, He 


FORFEITED THEM BOTH; Which is the true in- 
port of that Phraſe. 


The ſecond thing is the Point of Right; 
That this Proceeding of the People of England was 
agreeable to the Engliſh Conſtitution, and preſcribed 
by it, 

To make this out, I need only recite the De- 
claration of the Lords and Commons, 10th 
Rich. 2. in their Meſſage to the King then at 
Eltham, KRnyghton, pag. 268}. 


Domine Rex, 

« (OET & unum aliud de nuncio noſtro ſu- 
« \_) pereſt Nobis ex parte Populi veſtri Vo- 
« bis intimare. Habent enim ex antiquo Sta- 
© tuto & de facto non longe retroactis tempo- 
« ribus experienter quod dolendfim eſt habito, 
Si Rex maligno conſilio quocunque, vel in- 
<« epta contumacia aut contemptu, ſeu pro- 
terva voluntate ſ{ingulari, aut quovis modo 
irregulari, ſe alienaverit a Populoſuo, nec 

| « volue- 
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®: yoherit per Jura Regnt & Statuta & lauda- 


cc 
ec 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


biles Ordinationes, cum falubri Conſtlio Do- 
minorum & Procerum Regni gubernari & 
regulari; ſet capitole in ſuis inſanis Confiliis 
propriam voluntatent ſuam fingularem pro- 
terve exercere ; Ex tunc licitum eft ews cum ( om- 


muni afſenſu &* conſenſu Populi Regni, ipfum Re- 


& gem de regali Solio abrogare, ET PROPINQUI10- 


cc 
cc 


c 


REM AEIQUEM DE STIRPE REG1aA, LoCo E- 
JUS IN REGNL SOL IO SUBLIMARE.. 


© Onr Lord the King ——— 
UT there is moreover one part of our 


Meſſage ſtill left ro acquaint you with- 
al, in the Name of your People. They 
have it by ancient Statute, and by a late dote- 
ful Inſtance, that in caſe the King, ſhall alie- 
nate himſelf from his People by any bad 
Advice whatſoever, or fooliſh Contumacy 
or Contempt, or Self-will, or any other ir- 
regular Way; and will. not be. govern'd 
and' ruled by the Laws, Statutes and lau- 
dable Ordinances of the Realm, witk the 


- wholeſome Advice of the Lords and Peers: 


of the Realm ; but in. a , Head-ftrong: 


on way/ 
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« way will exerciſe his -own Self-will'; 
« From thence-forward it is lawful for them, with 
&« the common Aſſent and Conſent of the People of 
&« the Realm, to Depoſe the King from the Regal 
&« Throne, and to promote ſome Kinſman of biz of 
«© the Royal Family, to the Throne of the Kingdom 
« m by ſtead. 


Here the Parliament laid down the Law be- 
fore the King, and gave him fair Warning thir- 
teen Years before they thought of putting it in 
Execution ; for this was in the Tenth of his 
Reign, and he reigned three and twenty Years. 
And as for the Statute they quote, it muſt needs 
be a very Ancient Statute, becauſe the Depoſing 
of Edw. 2. (who was his Great-Grandfather) 
in compariſon of that, is repreſented bur as of 


Yeſterday. 


This Declaration of the Lords and Com- 
mons the King could not gain-ſay; and 
they gained their Point upon him by it, to 
bring him to Parliament. And it is not to 
be believed that the Parliament of England 
would affirm they had ſuch an Ancient Sta- 

cute 
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tute wheh they had not. It remains there- 
fore to conſider how we come by this Re- 
cord, ſeeing it is not upon the Rolls in the 
Tower : but 'tis no ſtrange thing it ſhould not 
be there, becauſe ir is the four and twentieth 
Article in the Charge againſt Richard the Se- 
cond, afterwards in the three and twentieth 
Year of his Reign ; © Et preterea Rotulos Re- 
© cordorum Statum & | mgm Regni 
« ſui tangentium, prediftus Rex deleri & 
&« abradi Bite in magnum prxjudicium Po- 
« puli, & exhxzredationem Coronz Regni 
« pradicti, & ut veriſimiliter creditur in fa- 
« yorem & uſtentationem ſui mali Regimi- 
« nis. And beſides the ſaid King cauſed 
« the Rolls of the Records, touching the 
« State and Government of his Realm, to 
« be defac'd and razed, to the great preju- 
« dice of his People, and diſheriſon of the 
«© Crown of the ſaid Realm ; and as is cre- 
« dibly thought, in favour and ſupport of his 
«© Male-Adminiſtration. 


The only means left us in ſuch a Caſe, 
where the Records of the Tower fail us, is 
H | to 
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to have recourſe to the undoubt&d Hiſto- 
ry of that Age, which was written upon 
the Spot : Such is Anyghto's Authority, whoſe 
Hiſtory was both written, and finiſhed, and clo- 
ſed up in that very Reign. 


And though this ſhould be Scare-Crow- 
Do&rine to the Paſſive-Obedience-Men, yet it 
is the Tenor of all Antiquity ; Ir is the Do- 
QArine of the Mirror in very many places. 
It is the Doctrine of the Seventeenth Chap- 
ter of King Edward the Confeſſor's Laws, It 
is the Senſe of King Alfred's Stile, Dei gra- 
tia, & benevolentia Weſt-Saxonice Gentis. That he 
was King by the Favour of God, and the Good- 
Will of the Engliſh Nation. It is the Do&trine 
of the great Lawyers ſince the Norman 
Times ; as particularly Brafton : © Rex au- 
«© tem habet Superiorem Deum ; ltem Le- 
« gem, per quam fa&tus eſt Rex; Item Cu- 
« riam ſuam; videlicet, Comites, Barones, 
« qui Comites dicuntur yur Socii Regis ; 
« & qui habet Socium, habet Magiſtrum, & 
«-jdeo {i Rex faerit fine frxno, i. e. ſine 
© Lege, debent ei frenum ponere, nifi ipſi- 
ns *© met 
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met fuerint cum Rege fine frzxno, & tunc 
clamabunt ſubditi & dicent, Domine ITheſu 
Chriſte in chamo & frzno maxillas earum 
conftringe, ad quos Dominus, vocabo ſuper 
eos gentem robuſtam & longinquam & 
gnotam, cujus linguam ignorabunt, quz 
Eaves eos, & evellet radices eorum de 
terra, & a talibus judicabuntur, quia fub- 
ditos noluerunt juſte judicare, & in fine, 
ligatis Manibus & Pedibus eorum, mitter 
eos in caminum ignis & renebras exterio- 
res, ubi erit fletus & {tridor dentium. Bra- 


Fon, Lib. 2. cap. 16. S202. 3. 
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«© The King hath three Superiors, God, and 
the Laws, by which he is made King, and his 
Court,namely the Earls and Barons ; becauſe 
they are called Comites, as being the Com- 
panions of the King ; and he that hath a 
Companion, hath a Maſter : and there- 
fore if the King ſhall be unbridled, that is 
Lawleſs, they ought to bridle him, unleſs 
they themſelves with their King ſhall be 
unbridled and lawleſs too; and then the 


« Subject ſhall cry out and ſay, Lord Jeſus 


MY _« Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, hold in their Jaws with Bit and Brt- 
dle : to whom the Lord ſhall ſay, I will 
bring in upon them a Robuſtious and Fo- 
reign and unknown Nation, whoſe Lan- 
guage they ſhall not underſtand : Which Na- 
tion ſhall deſtroy them, and ſhall pluck up the 
Roots of them from the Earth ; and by ſuch 
they themſelves ſhall be judged, becauſe they 
would not. juſtly judg the Engliſh Subjects. 
And in concluſion, being bound Hand and 
Foot, the Lord ſhall throw them into a Fur- 
nace of Fire, and outer Darkneſs, where 


there ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of 
Teeth. 


So that if the Parliament of England negle& 


to do their Duty in this Caſe, in not reſtrain- 
ing their King from Lawleſs and Arbitrary 
Courſes, They do it at their utmoſt Peril ; for 
they are threatned with Deſtruction for it in 
this World, and will dearly anſwer it in the 
next. 


I have here quoted a knocking Sentence of a 
Lord-Chieft-Juſtice of England in the Time of 
| Henry 
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Ahnry the Third,. four hundred and hifry Years 
o, whole Authority hath been fo far yalued 
by both Sides; as to :be ſtrove for. The Prero- 
gative-Men 4uote ſuch Sayings as theſe ; Rex non 
habet Parem in' Regno juo ; .quia Par in Parem, non 
habet Imperium. Nemo de Faftis ejus prefumit di- 
putare-; multo magis contra Faftum ejus ire. And' 
n-the very Context of the former large Quora- 
tion, Item nec Fattum Regis nec\Chartam -poteſt quis 
judicare, | ita quod faftum Dommi Regis irritetur. 
Now theſe and. the like Sayings, which are of- 
ten tobe met with in Bratton, are ts be under- 
ſtood concerning the ordinary Adminiſtration of 
Juſtice, and not to limit the Tranſcendent Pow- 
erof Parliaments which he has ſofully diſplay'd 
in this:place ; ahd his Rulein other places, where 
there is a new Caſe, or any thing too weighty 
for the Judges, is this, ReſpeFuetur ad Magnam 
(uriam, which is the Key of Brafon's whole 


- 


This Doctrine is agreeable to Forteſcue, who 
ſays, That the People are the Fountain of Power, in 
that Expreſſion, Rex a Populo Poteſtatem Effluxam 
habet. And in another place he ſays, That ar 


Arbitrary Power to oppreſs the Subjes, could not pro- 
I ceed 
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Ceed from the People themſelves ;, and yet if it hed wot 
been from themſelves," ſach a King 45 the King of Eng- 
land coxld have had no manner of Power at all over 
them : For the truth of it is, it is a ContradiQion 
to deny, that all Civil Power is Originally in 
the People: For what is Civil Power in Engliſh, 
but the City's Power, and derived from the 
Community ? And this either limited, or enlar- 
ged, as they pleaſe. The Intention of the People (as 
Forteſcue tells us) is the Feart-Blood of - the Govern- 
ment, and is the Primum Vividum in the Body Poli- 
tick, as the Heart is in the Bady Natural, And it is 
impoſſible ro be otherwiſe ; The Nation muſt 
make their King, for I am ſure the King cannot 
make the Nation. And as Sir William Temple ye- 

well obferves, The Bafis of Government is the 
Pro ,t the King be at the Top of it ; 
and to found the Government upon a King, is to 
invert the*Pyramid, and ſet it upon the Pinna- 
cle, where it will never ſtand. 

This Do&trine is agreeable to the Original Con- 
erat, which is in the Mrror of Juſtice, fol. 3. upon 
the Election of che farſt Engliſh Monarch, which 
Contract is ſtill continued in the Coronation-Oath, 
and the Oath of Allegiance :: Which. Oath of Allegi- 


4iice 
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ance doth depend upon the King's taking the Coro 
nation-Oath firſt, "which was ever praGtiſed till the 
Reign of Henry the Fifth, ro whom Homage and 
_ ce was {worn before he was Crown'd; 
which was a fingular Courrely, 'and done on pre- 
ſurtption of the Goodneſs of his fature Reign. 

I might ſpeak of the Cutana Sword ;- the Pow- 
er of che Lord High Steward, and other great 
Officers of the Kingdom, and draw all the Lines 
of che Government to this Center : But I have 
been heretofore forc'd to deſtroy all theReading 
of my whole Life with my own hands, and have 
not fince had Health enough to retrieve it; and 
now a late Calamity hath fallen upon me that 
I can do nothing. | 

Only I muſt anſwer one Objeion, and that 
is, That our Axcient Statute is not praticable : 
for the King having the Prerogative of Calling 
and Diffolving Parliaments, will neyer aſſemble 
chem, nor ſuffer themro ſir for ſuch a-purpoſe. 
But ſuch an Objeftion as this betrays greac Igno- 
ratice of the Conſtitution of Engliſh Parliaments, 
We will allow that the King hath a Prerogarive 
of Calling Parliaments, but he hath no Prero- 
gative of Nor Calling chem: For-wor to-men- 

: I 2 tian 
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tron our Right of having Stationary Parliaments, 
not only. Amna!, but Amiverſary, which ſat down 
conſtantly. at the Calends of May, as appears by 
the Laws of Wiliam the Firſt; It is plain likewile, 
that they were not diſlolvable-at Pleafure ; bur 
that even as low as Henry.the Fourth's time, Pro- 
clamatian. uſed: to. be made to know whether 
there were any-Petitions that were to be anſwer'd 
mn Parliament... The firft Abuftow of: Law, as 
the Mirror: tells us, is for the King: to-be above 
Law, to-which heought to be fubje&t, as is con- 


tained in hisQath.. And'the ſecond Abuſion of 
the Law, next to this Firſt and'Sovereign Abu- 
ſton,. is for Parliaments. to. be a la YVolunt d* Roy, 


ar the King's Pleaſure; 


One of the Ancienteſt Remains that we have: 
concerning the. Engliſh: Parliaments, is inthe Mir- 
xor.;, where he ſays, in;:King Alfred's time, it was. 
made for-a perpetual Law,. that the Counties of 
England ſhould aſſemble themſelves twice a Year 


Fen. Temps d' Paix, in Time of. Peace?] ar London; 
Parliamenter,. to: hold: Parliamene:.. Now 


conceive that theſe words | in'Time of Peace] do 


tet: us into the Reaſons, why this perpetual Law 


bath: been þxoken,, and how.it comes to paſs thae 


Parlia- 
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Parliaments could not be pun&tual either as to 
Fime orPlace; for we had many Wars and In- 
vaſions after that Time, and the Danes had the- 
Poſleffion- of London; and conſequently it was 
impoſſible for them to meet there, or indeed to: 
keep thetr Times of meeting. any where' elſe : 
wherenpon there was a Neceflity 'M the King to 
aſlemble-rhem, when and where they could meet 
in Safety ; from whence aroſe the Prerogative 
(as I believe) of Calling Parliaments; which if 
2 Prince ufes Honeſtly, is rather. a Trouble to: 


him than any. thing elſe. 


If any Perſon ſhall youchſafe to: give an An- 
Fiver to any thing I have here ſaid, Idefire him 
to do it fairly, by ſetting his Name to-it, as-I 
have done; for I hate to !;ave my Books An- 
fwer'd (as they lately were) in a Midnight Vizor- 
Maſque. | 


(62) 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Here happened a Miſtake in the former Editions, 
| m_— Re in m . was 4 Page 23. 
tmeg. where the Conquering Þ, who is ed 
home with ſpoiling the Prince of Oraxge's wy on 
glaration, was ſaid, by the by, to be in at the Pro*red 
Advice which ſpoiled the Firſt. I had Reaſons to be- 
lieve he was {o, or elſe I had not writ ſo, which I think 
may {ſelf obliged to make as Publick as the Miſtake was. 
The Account of the Biſhops, who waited upon the 
King with their Propoſals, was within a day or two 
after ſent to the Preſs by Dr. Sherloch, and begins in 
theſe words. © Sir, I am much ſurprized at the Hl 
&* ConſtruQions ſome People make of the Aftions of 
* thoſe Biſhops who have lately waited upon the King ; 
« eſpecially conſidering that moft of them are the Very 
* Mew, who not many Moaths ago appeared fo pub- 
&« lickly and ſo couragiouſly, even to the hazard of all 
* the Intereſts they had in this World, in defence of our 
« Proteſtant Religion, and the Laws of the Land. 
Now this is a Deſcription of the Petitioning Biſbops, 
conceived in {uch general Terms, that any body would 
have imagined they had All been there, and that there 
had not been one of them wanting. And in the Con- 
cluſica of that ſhort Paper there are theſe words, © I 
© doaſſure you, and [am certainT havethe beſt grounds 
« in the World for my Aſſurance, That the Biſhops 


*© will 
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« will never ftir one Fot from their PETITION; but + 
* that they will, er that happy Opporcuni 
« ſhall offer ir felf, Jer the Proteſtant Diſſenters find, 
< that they will be better.thantheir Word given in thefr 
« famous PETITION. 

This likewiſe is Undertaken in the name of alt the 
Petitioning Bifbops, for they Alt gave their Word in 
their famous Petitioa ; how they have kept it, that's 
another matter. | 

Whereupon I had not the leaft Miftruft, but that all 
the ſeven Biſhops were there : And immediately our of 
a juſt Indignation to ſee. the: Prince of Oraacds invended 

ition blaſted, and our felves fealed up in Slavery, 
by the Advice of Perſons whoſe very Pifture had befors 
becn a grateful Preſent to me, and was then over my 
Head, I ordered it tobe taken down, and hid behind 
the Fire: But in the opinion of a young By-ftander, the 
gilded Frame had done no hurt, and o the Frame faved 
ure. 

I tell theſe little Circumſtances to ſhew, that my 
Miſtake was of the ſame date with Dr. Sher/oct's Paper, 
and occaſioned by thoſe general Expreſſions in it, and 
by nothing elſe. My preſent Bookſeller who had be-- 
fore given me the Piture, and who then brought me 
the Paper as a great Rarity, is alive to remember all 
that paſſed. | 

And therefore though it was an Error, it needed not 
to have been called a Calumny : for it was as Innocent 
_ a Miſtake as the honeſt Ploughman's was, who thought 

he had faſted for all the Saints on Alhallond Eve; and 
when he was afterwards told in the ſame Month, he 
mult faſt again for St. Axdrew, he wondred very _ 
where: 
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"> SyYST Of! 15:1? 95 5 
tis piece cf lay -Mora 
Which a Min run-down by « Modk-Degraation hy mA 
the Nene of the Voaker; [che San, and ws Glaze; 
dover to the ocular Arm, EE het 
very. beſt he eper did ig his Life, and much bet-. 
<X# i 4 any of them'ever did; may I find-Qiill: pretend: 
: w.:and praftiſe, -The. Clergy ſeem: to be Above it;. 
: Which i wes the Phznix-Edicion of :the Paſtoral: 
Tenet : moſt falſe, injurious, and m chie=! : 
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